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The Walnut Grove Plantation is situated near the confluence of the Etowah River and Pettit 
Creek in Cartersville, an area rich with history. The history of Walnut Grove is far-reaching into 
the past, beginning in the 1800s with the arrival of the family of Robert Maxwell Young from 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. As a location for the Kennesaw State University Archaeology Field 
School taught by Dr. Terry Powis, some basic knowledge about the property and family has 
previously been compiled with a focus on the Civil War, the possible role of the Walnut Grove 
property during the war, and Pierce Manning Butler Young, a son of Robert M. Young, who was 
a Major General in the Confederate Army. Although we have some details pertaining to the 
Young family and Walnut Grove, there are still many gaps in the information such as when the 
property was purchased, why the Young’s chose to move to Cartersville, the location of 
buildings that previously stood on the property, and how the property was passed down through 
the generations. This research seeks to find those missing pieces of information through letters, 
deeds, property maps, and factual documentation about the lives of the entire family and their 
home of Walnut Grove. This research seeks to use that information to bring to life the history of 
Robert M. and Caroline Young and their descendants through nearly 200 years, as well as their 
home of Walnut Grove that has been passed down through generations to their great- great-
grandchildren today. 
